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Protection oF Anrimats Act, 1911. 


This Act, which we reproduced in full last week, 
is most important to veterinary surgeons. We 
should understand its provisions so that we may 
assist our clients. We should note also that one 
of its clauses does for us what the original draft of 
the Veterinary Bill failed to do—makes it penal 
for ignorant and unskilled persons to operate on 
animals. In another column will be found a 
report of the conviction of-a man for burning a 
horse’s “ lampas.” The exact words of the Act are 
“shall subject any animal to any operation which 
is performed without due care and humanity.” 
Blistering, firing, and the use of caustics, employed 
as they often are without care, would come well 
within the reach of this clause. Docking, also, 
which now disfigures every Hackney bred animal, 
should afford much work for policemen and general 
informers. 

The Act is an amending and consolidating act. 
It repeals in whole or part two Knackers’s Acts, 
two Cruelty to Animals Acts, Poisoned grain and 
flesh Acts, Drugging of Animals Acts, The Injured 
Animals Act, and the Wild Animals in Captivity 
Act. The provisions of all these Acts are re- 
enacted and made more stringent. The maximum 
fine is now “ not exceeding twenty-five pounds” and 
the punishment on conviction may be “ imprison- 
ment with or without hard labour for any term not 
exceeding six months.” 7 

There are two quite new powers given to magis- 
trates—‘‘ power to destroy an animal when the 
court is satisfied that it would be cruel to keep it 
alive’ and power to deprive an owner on a second 
conviction of “the ownership of the animal and 
may make such order as to the disposal of the 
animal as they may think fit.” 

Article 7 of the Act says, “ Any person who im- 
pounds or confines any animal in any pound shall 
supply it with sufficient and suitable food, and if he 
fails to do so he shall be liable to a fine not exceed- 
ing five pounds.” In the country the “ pound” 
is generally open and visible to the passer-by, so 
that neglect would soon be noticed. In London 
the pound is replaced by “ the greenyard,” which is 
any stable selected by the police. In some cases it 
is alleged that animals are badly neglected in these 
places, but there is little chance of redress because 
even the owner is not permitted to see, let alone 
attend to his animal when impounded. This Act 
apparently renders the policeman liable for the 
feeding of animals in “ greenyards.” 

Article 11, which re-enacts the Injured Animals 
Act. requires a police constable who finds an ani- 
mal “so diseased, injured, or in such a physical 


condition that in his opinion there is no means of 
removing it without cruelty ” shall call in a veteri- 
nary surgeon, upon whose certificate as to its state 
he shall act. his throws a heavy onus upon 
veterinary surgeons. It is no easy task, at times, 
to say whether a horse is fatally injured or diseased, 
and any “negligence” leading to an erroneous 
diagnosis might end in a law suit. 

Article 14 provides for an appeal from any con- 
viction to quarter sessions. 

We find no clause in the Act under which a 
defendant may claim to be tried by a jury, but in 
London the stipendiary magistrates at the outset of 
all cases now inform defendants that they may elect 
to be tried here or go before a jury. 

The Act should be read by all horse-owners and 
veterinary surgeons. Even owners of tortoises and 
hedgehogs kept in a garden are interested, as are 
menagerie owners and managers. 








IRREGULAR STRANGLES TREATED WITH 
STREPTOCOCCUS VACCINE. 


By Atec. Kevan Murray, m.8.¢.v.s., Turiff, N.B. 


Subject.—A grey, Clydesdale gelding, five years 
old, belonging to Mr. G. Wright Newton, of Fortrie 
Farm, Inverkeithney, Banffshire. 

On the 6th December, 1911, I was called in to 
the horse and found him swollen, the submaxil- 
lary gland considerably hardened, and temperature 
105. Diagnosis ; Strangles. 

Treatment.—Poultices and fomentations to the 
gland, fever medicines, and mashes for food, in ad- 
dition to which the patient was completely isolated. 

On December 9th I lanced the abscess, and the 
horse was apparently getting convalescent. 

On the 11th I was again sent for, and on arrival 
found the parotid right gland, swollen, hard, and 
very painful, in addition to which the right fore-leg 
was also swollen and very stiff. 

Dec. 15th the parotid swelling had disappeared, 
but the hind legs were still greatly vublien and 
marti horse refusing food ; temperature 1064. 

reatment same as before. 

Dec. 18th, symptoms much the same, with large 
swellings on off lumbar region, and there was con- 
siderable pain. 

Dec. 20th, swellings of legs slightly diminished, 
but lumbar region on near side also swollen. The 
horse began to exhibit “ colicky” pains, and it was 
evident that the disease by extension was attack- 
ing the mesenteric glands, the mucous and serous 





membranes, and internal organs, and the danger of 
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the horse developing peritonitis, etc., was very 
great. The temperature was 105. 

Subsequent treatment.—The disease being of the 
nature of a contagious eruptive fever, and caused 
by a streptococcus, I determined to try Strepto- 
coccus vaccine, which I had seen recommended by 
Parke, Davis, and Co., in their “‘ Veterinary Notes.” 
Having procured a tube of ten tablets, each tablet 
containing 500 million streptococci, I dissolved 
two tablets in about 5 c.c. of sterile water and in- 
jected the solution hypodermically. I was careful 
not to make the injection, which was subcutaneous, 
in the immediate area of the infection, but at a 
reasonable distance away. This was on the 23rd 
of December, 1911, and on Monday the 25th I re- 
visited the horse and was surprised to see all swell- 
ings gone and the horse looking and feeding well ; 
the temperature had fallen to 103, and on the 
following day to 1014. 

On December 29th I received information that 
the patient’s off stifle and near fore-leg were 
greatly swollen, and the animal was quite off his 
feed, and the temperature had risen to 1044. I 
repeated the previous dose and the swellings 
entirely disappeared by January 6th. The horse 
quickly recovered, and has since shown no signs of 
refusing his food, nor has he missed a day's work. 

I regard the results in this case as nothing short 
of marvellous, particularly as all usual treatment 
failed. It is the only case in which I have used 
Streptococcus Vaccine, but I certainly think that 
it should be given a trial in cases of irregular 
strangles. 








IMPERFORATE HYMEN IN CATTLE. 


This complaint is not common, and, we are told, 
is only seen in white and roan heifers; moreover, 
it is said to be most common in Cumberland. In 
my limited experience the latter contention is cor- 
rect, for in twelve cases which have come under 
my notice only one occurred in another county. 

Last week I was interested to hear of a heifer 
which showed symptoms of imperforate hymen ; 
this animal had been straining for several days, and 
was evidently suffering considerable pain, which 
first appeared soon after copulation. On examina- 


tion per vaginam the hymen could just be reached | 


with the middle finger, so that it could not be 
broken down by means of the hand. A catheter 
was next tried, but the hymen proved capable of 
withstanding considerable pressure, so a trocar was 
en ag introduced on the under surface of the 
finger. 
uterine contractions were observed, and about half 
a gallon of fctid brownish-white discharge was 

The contractions soon ceased, and after 
irrigation with a solution of lysol the animal made 
an uneventful recovery. 

L. L. STEELE. 
Beckermet, Cumberland. 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS, 





ACCIDENTS CAUSED BY INGESTION OF FOREIGN 
BopikEs IN THE PIGEON. 


Hebrant and Antoine, discussing this subject, 
remark that the conditions in birds are somewhat 
different to those in cattle, where accidents from 
the ingestion of foreign bodies are also not rare. In 
birds, the only foreign bodies causing trouble are 
those having slender points or cutting edges. For 
the most part, these consist of small nails mingled 
with the food, which are swallowed accidentally; 
and this is especially likely to occur during the 
hurried eating resulting from a group of birds being 
fed at the same time. 

All the foreign bodies swallowed by birds, after 
remaining some time in the crop, pass into the 
proventriculus without producing any really serious 
trouble, and then into the gizzard. Here they are 
arrested by the grit and gravel which that organ 
contains ; and, if they are without sharp points or 
cutting edges, they mingle with it to fulfil the same 
role of grinding the grains of the food. If, how- 
ever, they possess points or edges capable of piercing 
the tough layer which lines the cavity of the viseus, 
they become penetrating bodies, implant themselves 
in the wall of the circumference of the circular 
sinus, paralyse the muscle for a certain time, perfor- 
ate it, and emerge from it surrounded by an in- 
flammatory exudate, which is fibrinous and coagu- 
lated, and always very abundant. This mass then 
occupies a position in the abdominal cavity, where 
it is often adherent to the intestines. 

Usually its presence may be detected by palpation 
of the abdomen. A rounded body, often irregular 
in its surface, and slighly elastic, is felt; and this, 
in the female bird, may easily be confused with the 
fruit of an intra-abdominal ovulation. This, more- © 
over, is the diagnosis usually reached by the bird's 
owner ; for egg-laying is arrested, and the owner 
himself can feel the abnormal mass within the 
abdomen. In the male bird, the diagnosis is more 
easy. In some cases, the fibrinous mass becomes 
adherent to one or another subcutaneous point of 
‘the abdominal wall. 

But this passage of the foreign body through the 





fter being punctured by the trocar, violent 


wall of the gizzard, often not far from the origin of 
the intestine, is only affected very slowly; and, 
‘during the period of its progress, the bird eats 
little, is often constipated, and becomes very thin. 
It may even happen that the bird dies in a cacheteic 
condition before the foreign body has entirely 
traversed the wall of the gizzard. 

Various foreign bodies, such as fragments of iron 
wire may occasion these troubles ; but the authors 
call special attention to one, which they have found 
the most frequent of all in the pigeon, and which 
they cannot identify. This is a little steel rod of 
about a centimetre (=4-10ths inch) long, square in 
its section, nearly a millimetre (1-25th inch) in 
breadth, and terminated at each end by a bi 


‘extremity. Each of these extremities consists, in 


_ fact, of two little cutting lamellae, each in continu 
‘with the opposed faces of the rod. These li 










February 24, tg12 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


531 





lamellae are about two to three millimetres (1-12th 
to 1-8th inch) long, and are terminated in a point. 
Their edges, in consequence of the thickness of the 
lamellae, are cutting. 

For some years the authors have found these 
particular foreign bodies post-mortem in numerous 
pigeons. They have always been of the same 
dimensions ; but despite all enquiries, the authors 
remain completely ignorant of their source and 
usage. They are not nails, and are not found in the 
trade of nail making. Probably they are the teeth 
ef instruments employed by grain merchants in 
cleaning grain; and the authors add that pigeon 
owners feed their birds upon various grains, which 
are often of foreign origin. The authors are 
ignorant of the operations which these grains 
undergo before being placed in the market; and 
they consider that the origin of these foreign bodies 
should be sought in this direction. 

Finally, the authors deal briefly with treatment. 
When the foreign body can be diagnosed, surgical 
operation is always indicated. Its procedure varies 
in accordance with whether the foreign body has 
not yet completely emerged from the gizzard, or has 
done so and, embedded in a mass of fibrin, is float- 
ing in the abdomen. In the first case, after extirpa- 
tion of the fibrinous mass containing the foreign 
body, the gizzard shonld be sutured; and the bird 
should then be kept under observation to see if new 
fibrinous exudates, formed at the seat of operation, 
require to be removed. One case of this nature has 
been successfully operated upon by Jorisson, of 
Ixelles, the treatment lasting for five weeks. 

In the second case, the after results are less 
serious ; for, when the abnormal mass is removed 
and the abdominal wall sutured, an unfavourable 
result is not likely. Recently one of the authors 
has obtained a rapid and excellent result in a case 
of this nature.—Annales de Méd. Vét. 

W. R. C. 


[The authors give no symptoms likely to be very 
useful in the diagnosis of these foreign bodies 
before they have completely emerged from the 
gizzard.—Transl.} . 








CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


An ordinary meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square, 
London, on Thursday, February Ist, Mr. R. J. Foreman, 
President, in the chair. The following Fellows and 
visitors signed the attendance book :—Messrs. F. W. 
Willett, Alex. Crabb, D. Stewart, E. Lionel Stroud, 
P. W. Dayer Smith, Ralph Bennett, B. Gorton, 
N. Almond, H. D. Jones, Wm. Hunting, Prof. J. Mac- 
ueen, J. F. Macdonald, F. G. Samson, G. Gordon, 

et.-Capt. C. H. H. Joliffe, J. Willett, J. Rowe, Prof. 
G. H. Wooldridge, A. L. Wilson, R. F. Wall, R. Eagle- 
sham, A. L. Butters, W. R. Davis, J. W. McIntosh, 
W. L. Harrison, R. Bryden, F.O. Parsons, W. D. Half- 
er A. Rogerson, H. King, W.R. Clarke, and Hugh 

a ’ 


cCormack, Hon. Sec 
Messrs. Geo. Bailey, R. B. Wood, S. L. 
Slocock, G.W. Bushman, W. F. Wright, S. GC. Row- 
botham, and Geo. Tates. 
On the proposition of Mr. P. W. D. Smith, seconded 
by Mr. E. Lionel Stroud, the minutes of the previous 
meeting were taken as read and confirmed. 


Visitors : 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Letters regretting inability to be present were an- 
nounced from Messrs. J. C. Coleman, W. 8. Mulvey, 
and 8. H. Slocock. 

A circular letter was read from Prof. Gofton aski 
for representatives to be appointed to the National 
Association of Veterinary ieties. It was agreed 
that the matter should be on the agenda for the next 
meeting. 

NoMINATIONS. 

Messrs. W. E. BLACKWELL, Norfolk House, Towcester 
and T. W. Luoyp, Arcade Mews, Aldershot, were nomi- 
nated for Fellowship. 


Post-MORTRM SPECIMENS. 


Mr. H. D. Jones exhibited a fractured pedal bone: 
The horse being lame for some time and no satisfacto 
result accruing from treatment, it was unnerved. it 
then worked ae six months, quite sound. The coronet 
then began to swell and the hoof to slough, and on post- 
mortem the pedal bone was found to be fractured, but 
not completely. There was a small necrosed area in the 
centre of the articular surface. 

Mr. D. Stewart exihibited a navicular bone of a 
horse which had picked up a nail. The bone was in two 
halves ; the horse was practically sound for two weeks 
after picking up the nail. 

He also exhibited an ordinary case of picked up nail 
in which the horse was dead lame from start to finish. 

Replying to the President, Mr. Stewart said there 
was no mark at all upon the coronet. 

Mr. Bennett exhibited an unusual case of fracture of 
the os suffraginis in the near hind of of a hunter. The 
mare jumped short at an easy jump, fell, got up again, 
took three more jumps, and then went dead ) o in 
galloping across a vane dy He saw her the next day, 
and found little difficulty in getting crepitation. The 
bone was in nine pieces. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE exhibited the liver of a cat, a part 
of which was herniated ae the diaphragm into the 
mediastinum. The cat was destroyed for pronounced 
wasting, the causes of which during life he was not able 
to determine. As the owner told him she was under 
treatment for tuberculosis, and the cat was coughin 
somewhat, he thought it was better to have the ani 
destroyed. On examination, at the dominial cavity 
appeared to be normal at first sight, but on opening into 
the chest there was what seemed to be a growth as big 
as a duck’s egg into the pericardium. The nature of the 
growth could not be determined by the naked eye, and 
sections were cut which proved it to be liver. One 
portion of the liver was herniated through the diaphragm 
and a portion was in front of the yp and half 
the gall bladder was on one side of the diaphragm and 
half on the other. It was a question whether it was 
possible for a portion of the liver to have got into the 
pericardium, but Mr. Gorton, who made the post- 
mortem eximination, was distinctly of opinion that it 
was lying in direct contact with the heart, inside the 
pericardium. He himself thought it was more likely 
that it was lying in the mediastinum, exterior to the 
pericardium. 


Two REMARKABLE CASES: 
Psgupo-TETANUS, OR Muscie Fatigue Toxmra (‘) 


Vet.-Capt. C. H. H. JoLiirre 


Whilst looking through some old papers .I recently 
came across some clinical notes which, though somewhat 
out-of-date, might perhaps still be of some interest, 
especially to the more recently qualified members of the 
profession. I had every intention of publishing them at 
the time, but pressure of work and unfavourable circum- 





stances for writing prevented my doing so, and led to 
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to the notes being laid on one side and their saciehiia Concerning the 


practically forgotten until now. 

On the 13th Sept., 1902, shortly after the termination 
of the Boer War, the 3rd Hussars, of which I was then 
in veterinary charge, started from Newcastle, Natal, to 
march with 200 remounts to Mooi River, a distan 
of roughly 140 miles. The remounts were all in very 
working condition, having evidently been fed on soft 
food and given no exercise for a considerable time, and 
there were several casualties en route from laminitis, ex- 
haustion, etc. 

On reaching Mooi River on the 19th Sept., it was re- 
ported to me that there were three cases of lockjaw 
amongst the horses. I was at first inclined to ridicule 
this report, but on examining the animals I found it to 
be apparently correct. There were two horses showing 
most of the usual signs of tetanus, viz., tonic spasm of 
all the facial muscles, the jaws being closed to within 
a —— of an inch, whilst it was a impossible 
to force them any further apart. ere was also firm 
tetanic contraction of the levators of the upper lip and 
alz nasi, the retractor of the lower lip and orbicularis 
oris being in a like condition, giving a most strange ap- 
pearance (risus sardonicus) to the countenance. In one 
case the membrana nictitans protruded partially over 
the eye-ball. In both there were clonic spasms of most 
of the other voluntary muscles of the body ; the tails 
were rigid and twitching ; the animals were trembling 
violently all over, and — ed scarcely able to balance 
themselves on their limbs. The pupils appeared nor- 
mal. The temperatures were 102° and 102°6° respec- 
tively ; respirations in both cases shallow, and about 
120 per minute. Pulse small and hard, and about the 
same in frequency as to respirations. On presenting 
water to them they made efforts to drink which were 
entirely unsuccessful. The conjunctive were deeply 


— i 

e third horse showed similar symptoms including 
trismus, but in addition, he was down, unable to rise, 
and in a state that could not be described otherwise 
than that of violent convulsions, and being apparently 
quite in extremis. I had him destroyed at once. 

The other two, despite protests from some officers of 
the regiment, I decided to leave till the morning, but 
was unable to adopt any treatment (for which, possibly, 
they were all the better). 

he history was the same in all three cases. The 
horses had started in the mornin a rgd well, but 
had been showing signs of considerable fatigue on the 
two previous marches, and on this day they had only 
with extreme difficulty been got into =, their riders 
being compelled to dismount, off saddle, and d 
them along the last few miles. As soon as they ha 
stcod still for a short time these remarkable symptoms 
commenced. 

I regarded it as a most extraordinary and unparallelled 
occurrence that there should suddenly be three cases of 
tetanus simultaneously occurring at the same moment 
and all in precisely the same stage of the disease, but it 
was nothing to my astonishment when on visiting the 
two survivors the following morning—some ten hours 
later—I found both patients feeding eagerly and exhibit- 
ing every sign of 2 ect health! They trotted up freely 
and appeared as bright and cheerful as any horse one 
could wish to see, all trace of the urgent symptoms 
shown the previous night having completely vanished. 

The horses did no further marching, but were left at 
Mooi River and remained nse, Bax 5 passing cut of 
my hands some three days later. oral—never be over- 
hasty or over-certain in your diagnosis, nor yet place too 
much reliance on the value of your treatment, which in 
three cases consisted solely of rest and fresh air, assisted 
by that propitious and ever-present agency— Vis medi- 
catrix nature. 





ible pathology of these cases, it 
is evident that they had no connection with true 
tetanus. The symptoms shown must have due 
either to strychine poisoning or to some other unknown 
and unrecorded vegetable poison peculiar to Natal, or 
else, as is more likely, they resulted from long-continued 
and gradual fatigue iv horses in an unfit condition, 
Their pace never exceeded a trot, and about nine- 
tenths of the march was done at a walk. 

Now in most cases of extreme over-fatigue, the animal 
is probably travelling at considerable pace, and blood 
deoxygenation and impending heart failure compel the 
suiaial stop before a state of absolute muscular ex- 
haustion is arrived at. In the horses under discussion 
the pace was insufficient to produce either “auto-- 
asphyxia” or cardiac syncope, and the voluntary 
muscles, for which periodical rest and recuperation are 
necessary, were thus forced to work on until their very 
last grain of energy was expended. 

Physiologists have shown that precisely the same 
changes take place in muscles during muscular contrac- 
tion as occur after death (only in a more extensive de- 
gree) in rigor mortis. 

Starling states :—“In rigor-mortis chemical chan, 
take place ; muscle which was previously alkaline be- 
comes acid, the acidity being due to the formation of an 
excess of sarcolactic acid. At the same time there is a 
production of CO. and an evolution of heat.” 

Again, when speaking of muscular contraction, or 
muscular energy, during life, he states :—“‘ When a 
muscle contracts there is an increased formation of 
COz and sarcolactic acid, and an increased consumption 
of oxygen.” 

It is thus apparent that if muscular exertion be 
gradually carried to an excessive or extreme degree, 
chemical changes will take place in the muscular system 
which in no way differ from those occurring in the rigid 
and tetanised condition known as rigor mortis. This is 
further supported by the fact that when animals are 
hunted pose Killed after a prolonged pursuit, rigor mortis 
sets in instantaneously, it being well known that foxes 
and hares killed under these circumstances have been 
found perfectly stiff and rigid, and capable of being 
propped up erect on their legs the very instant after 
death has taken place. 

It therefore seems probable that extreme muscular 
exhaustion or “ muscle-fatigue toxemia,” accentuated, 
no doubt, by unfit condition, is accountable for the 
curious phenomena observed in these cases, though the 
remarkable coincidence that these horses should have 
been attacked in identically the same manner, and on 
the same day, is quite beyond the bounds of explanation. 
I have never heard of any cases of this nature having 
been previously described, which is my excuse for pub- 
lishing these notes. 

Discussion. 


The PRESIDENT doubted whether these were cases of 
muscular fatigue, because in his district he often saw 
horses that were absolutely worked to a standstill, even 
to such an extent that they had to be destroyed, but he 
had never seen a case approaching those described. . He 
should like to know whether the horses had been travel- 
ing close ther, or in the same troop. 

Captain JoLLIFFE said the horses were not together, as 
they belonged to different troops. He enquired from 
various people whether there was any poison in the 
country which would produce symptons of the kind, 
but nothing was known. He also enquired whether nux 
vomica grew anywhere in the neighbourhood, as it 
looked somewhat like strychnine poisoning, but could 
obtain no knowledge of the plant growing in South 
Africa at all. $ 

Mr. J. Wittetr asked whether there had been any — 
other cases at the time in South Africa. 
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Capt. Jotiirre said he had not heard of any, although 
he enquired. 

Mr. ALMonD asked whether a post-mortem had been 
made on the horse that had been killed, and whether 
the spasm were intermittent as they usually were in 
tetanus. 

Captain JOLLIFFE said no post-mortem was made, and 
the spasms were more or less continuous. The only 
exception to the clonic spasms was in the muscles of 
the jaws, which had tonic spasms. The jaws were 
chockately locked to within a quarter of an inch. 

Mr. EaGLEsHAM said he had seen in this country 
in ponies conveyed by rail symptoms similar to those 
shewn in Captain Jolliffe’s three cases. Six Welch 
ponies that had been bought ata fair in North Wales 
and conveyed in a cattle truck to a midland county 
during severe winter weather, when unloaded were all 
found to be suffering from spasms of the muscles of 
mastication with chattering of the teeth, the jaws being 
almost fixed, and could not be forced open. The mem- 
brana nictitans was not affected, nor the muscles of the 
tongue, nm or larynx, for they were able to 
swallow liquids given in drench. Stiffness of the 
muscles of the neck with protrusion of the nose was 
noticed, and the muscles of the body were somewhat 
rigid and drawn, but did not show that hard and tense 
condition found in tetanus due to the tetanus bacillus. 
The pulse, temperature and respirations of the animals 
remained normal, and with treatment and warmth they 
were all well again the next day. The condition of 
spasm of the muscles was, he thought, brought about by 
exposure to cold and want of food, and was not due to 
the toxic infection of poisons. 


Motion sy Mr. J. WI.uett. 


“To discuss the unfair treatment meted owt to our 
Profession when giving Expert Evidence in Police 
Courts.” 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I make no apology 
for bringing this subject before the meeting, for I am 
sure you will all agree with me that the treatment meted 
out to us at the Police Court leaves a to be 
desired, and also that the strictures passed upon different 
members of our Profession, by more especially,the Metro- 
politan Stipendiary Magistrates are becoming more fre- 
quent. These reflect on us as a body,and owing to the wide 
publicity given to them in the irom act adversely on 
us in the eyes of the general public, and tend to discount 
our evidence in future cases. I am therefore hoping 
that the discussion to-night may be useful, and that at 
the end, some resolution may be drafted, and forwarded 
tothe other Societies asking for their support in any 
action we may take to counteract these statements. 

I expect you have all read in the ———- of the 
last Council Mesting of the R.C.V.S., published in 7he 
Veterinary Record, that a letter had been received 
from the London Master Carmen and Contractors 
Association, complaining of injustice owing to the con- 
flicting evidence of Veterinary Surgeons, it therefore 
makes it imperative that we should do what we can to 
avoid such charges in the future. 

Ido not purpose giving you a long paper, but will 
content myself with afew points that might be advan- 
tageously discussed and no doubt you will be able to 
add many more. 

The treatment of the animal while in the custody of 
the Police. Should the horse be taken to the “Green 
Yard” for the night, in the majority of the cases I 
have seen, it is brought up the following morning tothe 
Court uncleaned, and should it have been very hot or 
wet the previous day, it gives the animal a miserable 
and unkept appearance (no matter how good the con- 
dition is) that must prejudice it to acertain extent in 
the eyes of the magistrate. 





The evidence of the Police Constable or R.S.P.C.A - 
officer is more often than not that which should only be 
given by a veterinary surgeon; not only that, he enumer- 
ates all the defects he finds, or he thinks he finds, on 
the animal irrespective whether they are causing the 
alleged cruelty or not, without let or hindrance from 
the magistrate or his clerk. I maintain that this should 
not be. It should be quite sufficient for him to mention 
the particular limb the animal is lame on, or the 
position of the sores, as the charge may be. 

Expert Evidence. This is a matter that directly 
concerns Ourselves, and I wish to be careful to explain 
that any remarks I make are general, and no personal 
—_—s on any —_ ni 

The system of one particular veterinary surgeon 
being attached to any court, (by being attached, I mean 
seeing every case charged there) and giving evidence on 
behalf of the Police, is not a desirable one, for it has a 
tendency to make him dogmatic in his evidence, and 
perhaps unconsciously biased. Then the magistrate 
seeing that particular expert day after day relies on his 
evidence, often to the detriment of the opposing expert, 
here, again, I have heard the expert enumerate defects 
on the animal which are not the subject of the charge, 
and which the one opposing should not be called upon 
to answer. 

The mode of Examination. I have seen horses 
examined immediately previous to the expert giving 
evidence on oath, much more superfically than if the 
—— had been to diagnose the lameness for a 
client. 

There is a tendency in these cases to fix on the obvious 
and search no further. For instance, how many horses 
there are working to-day who have, we will say, both 
ringbone (or sidebone) and corn on the same limb, yet 
the corn is not searched for, in fact I have seldom seen 
the shoe removed at the Police Court, yet in private 
practice one would seldom or never give an opinion 
until after the foot had been examined. 

Then there is the question of sidebone and ringbone 
lameness. How often the opinion is given, that the 
horse must have been lame some considerable time, in 
other words, implying to the magisirate that there had 
been cruelty over a more or less lengthened period. 
This opinion in many cases needs qualification, for we 
all know how possible it is for a horse with either of 
these to work for years without going lame, until one 
day he may step on an uneven stone and suddenly 
lame. This evidence when given, may, and often does 
do an injustice to the owner, by causing an adjourn- 
ment for either himself or his horsekeeper to be sum- 
moned with the driver, and these are the cases that are 
the hardest for the opposing veterinary surgeon to 
combat. 

Then there is the question of mechanical lameness. 
We all know that some magistrates will not listen to 
the defence of mechanical lameness, yet they must 
know many human beings who are mechanically lame. 

The veterinary surgeon for the prosecution, in my 
opinion, acts in a dual position, one of which is apt to 
be lost sight of, and that is he acts as veterinary adviser 
to the magistrate morally, if not legally, more especially 
those veterinary surgeons who act for the Police in 
each case at that particular court, for there is no doubt 
the magistrate relies on his evidence. Under these cir- 
cumstances he should be careful there should be no 
ex ration in his evidence, in fact, I go further, and 
say that should the officer who has brought the oo 
exaggerate in his evidence, it is his duty when in the 
witness box to correct this. 

Finally, there is the veterinary surgeon for the 
defence. How is he treated ? Very often not allowed to 
examine the subject of the charge without the veterinary 
surgeon for the prosecution is present. In the court he 
is treated as of no account by the officials, herded with 
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the people at the back of the court if he is in a district 
where he is not known, and subjected to many petty 
annoyances, and when in the witness box his evidence 
is treated with very little consideration. 

A well-known K.C. once said there were three classes 
of witnesses—liars, liars with an accentuating adjective, 
and expert witnesses, and it is evident from the obser- 
vations frequently made by the magistrates he puts us 
in one of the first of these. 

Why are we treated in this manner? There is no 
doubt there are cases where the evidence given for the 
defence has not been in accordance with the facts, yet 
there are so many differences of opinion—and honest 
differences of opinion as to lameness, both as to dura- 
tion and degree, that we should not all be condemned as 
a body because of this. 

Other experts in the different professions disagree and 
are not subjected to the insulting remarks we have to 
submit to, then why should we submit to them without 
a rotest ? 

he magistrate has the power to call in a third 
opinion when two experts disagree, but this power is 
seldom used in our case, although I venture to say it is 
the most satisfactory way of dealing with conflicting 
evidence, and should be made compulsory. 


DIscussIon. 


Mr. McIntosh said the profession was unanimous in 
its desire to assist any reasonable measures for promo- 
ting the comfort and happiness of domestic animals, and 
he was quite sure no veterinary surgeon would ever 
think of shielding anyone who, by wilful intent, care- 
lessness, and indifference, subjected animals to cruelty. 
But his observations and experience in the Courts of 
London had shown him that the methods adopted by 
the authorities in initiating prosecutions were abso- 
lutely unfair, and a disgrace to British justice. The 
evidence of police officers and the R.S.P.C.A. officers— 
and about the latter he had not the same complaint to 
make—was in the majority of cases so grossly exaggera- 
ted, and so inaccurate, that it was almost impossible to 
recognise the animal when one went to see it, and he 
was sorry to say there seemed to be no difficulty in get- 
ting members of the profession to support evidence of 
that kind. Most of us had probably noticed the degree 
of confidence with which these officers gave their evi- 
dence ; there seemed to be no doubt in their mind as 
to the existence of lameness and the degree of suffering, 
they had no difficulty in finding the cause of the lame- 
ness, and they are quite certain as to how long it has 
been in existence. he the case of asore they are equally 
confident, and can actually see pus oozing from the sur- 
face of a wound which has only been in existence for a 
few hours. Unfortunately those men had the ear of the 
Court, while veterinary surgeons called in for the defence 
were invariably treated as hostile rather than profess- 
ional witnesses. In addition they are very often kept 

hours waiting to suit the convenience of the police 
veterinary surgeon, during which time they are allowed 
the privilege of a seat amongst the frequenters of police 
courts, whilst the police veterinary surgeon on arrival is 
shown into a favoured seat in the well of the Court. We 
have a right to equal respect and courtesy from the 
Bench as professional men, and itis our duty to demand 
it. Nobody can object to a fair  prereergee of facts, 
and nobody wants to. A fair trial was not obtained at 
police courts, at any rate as far as horse cases were con- 
cerned. Then the conditions in the greenyard left much 
to be desired. A horse was taken there and allowed to 
stand all night practically unattended, and no attempt 
was made to alleviate the suffering—assuming there was 
any. It was certainly not groomed, and it was a ques- 
tion whether it had anything to eat or drink, and very 


to the Court and very often kept standing in the cold 
for hours, and naturally presented a very miserable 
appearance, which seemed to be partly the object. That 
was surely most unfair to the man who was being tried. 
He mentioned a case in which a man was fined for 
working a horse in a lame condition. There was a 
remand in order that the owner might be summoned. 
The animal was certified as lame, and it was said the 
lameness had been in existence for several days. The 
owner was held to have known this, and was therefore 
convicted. The animal was discovered afterwards to 
have afractured navicular bone which had occurred in 
the course of the journey—an accident over which the 
owner had no control ; and many similar cases could be 
mentioned. He urged the Society to take steps to see 
that veterinary surgeons who aoe for the defence 
in police courts had those rights and privileges to 
which they were entitled as members of an honourable 
profession, as it was clearly their duty to afford all 
reasonable protection to the owners of animals. 

The Present said he had had three nasty experi- 
ences in Police Courts, when he had been spoken to very 
roughly by magistrates, and was once ordered out of the 
box. In one Police Court a case came up in which he 
had performed the French lateral cartilage operation 
about three months before and had told the owner to 
have the horse shod at the same forge, where he in- 
structed the man how to put the shoe on. To save a few 
pence, the owner had the work done by a local man, and 
a very unsuitable shoe was put on, with the result that 
the horse went lame immediately after being shod, 
although he had been going well for about a month. He 
appeared to give evidence for his client and the magis- 
trate was very nice, and asked him if it was the operation 
that had been done on a certain stallion a few months 
before ; there was quite a long conversation, and he 
thought the case was won asthe magistrate showed such 
knowledge of the operation. But to his surprise the 
magistrate said it was quite evident he (the President) 
was just practising to gain experience! (As a matter of 
fact he (the President) had done about twenty cases, 
and most of them had been successful). Being rather 
cross he spoke up sharply, and was told to sit down or 
he would be committed for contempt. The client was 
fined £5 and costs, and the magistrate remarked that if 
he had not been misled by his veterinary surgeon he 
would have sent him to prison! In another case he was 
ordered out of the box by the magistrate because he 
alluded to a certain thing as a “ Police Court trick.” As 
to the greenyards, he believed it was possible in the 
majority of cases to send a man to feed and groom the 
horse ; at least that was very rarely objected to in his 
district. 

Mr. McInTosH said the police would not allow it in 
the majority of cases. 

The PrestDENT said he told his client to feed and 
clean the horse night and morning if the case was held 
over. He could bear out Mr. Willett that ringbones, 
strained tendons and shot fetlocks were very great 
favourites with the prosecution as the cause of lameness, 
though it often turned out to be a suppurating toe or 
corn that required treatment. As a rule he refused to 
go into Court, telling the client to plead “ Not Guilty” 
and then withdraw the plea and have the case dealt with 
at once, and that appeared to him to be about as good 
advice as could be given in the present day. Magis- 
trates’ clerks and many of the magistrates seemed to 
think, and sometimes say, they know about a case better 
than any veterinary surgeon, and they will not allowa 
veterinary surgeon to plead for his client. 

Mr. ALmMonD asked whether there was any way of 
convincing the magistrates that they were not expert 
veterinary surgeons. 





rarely did it get bedded. Next morning it was brought 


The PrestpENT thought there was not, though he had 
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tried to do it privately once or twice. When once a lay- 
man yo to think he knew something about a horse he 
was as as a “ doggie” man. 

Mr. F. Witter thought the discussion was very 
opportune, as the penalties under the new Act were 
much more severe. He understood that from the Ist of 
January the maximum fine was £25 or six months’ 
imprisonment. Only a short time ago a client of his 

two pair-horse vans stopped and the horses taken 
out and sent home. It seemed that one of the drivers 
had been knocking a horse about and had been summar- 
ily discharged that morning, and for spite made a com- 
shint to the police about the firm’s horses. In his own 
district there was a policeman whose speciality was 
horse cases ; and in every case the Bench listened to 
him ; usually it was little use the veterinary surgeon 
appearing for the defendant. This officer stopped the 
vans on account of three of the horses. One had a sand 
crack that had been clamped, and was going sound but a 
little on her heels. Another had the head of a small 
imple rubbed off on the wither, which could be covered 
y the end of a lead pencil, and the third had a small 
abrasion on the shoulder the size of a threepenny piece, 
for which the collar had been well eased. One of the 
magistrates came down to the greenyard shortly after 
the horses were stopped and saw them in his presence. 
When he explained to the magistrate that the mare had 
been treated and was perfectly fit to work, and that the 
other two cases were most trivial and should not have 
been  -%- nothing more was heard about any of 
them. This was fortunate, as it might have been most 
— for the owners had the cases been proceeded 
with. 

Mr. WALL thought that a number of horses stopped 
for cruelty were not stopped solely through the humani- 
tarian feelings of either the police or the Society’s officer. 
He certainly thought the profession should take some 
stand for more consideration in the Police Court, if only 
to prove that veterinary surgeons were dead against 
cruelty. It was a difficult matter to make a magistrate 
believe the defendant veterinary surgeon, because certain 
gentlemen who regularly attended the court had the ear 
ef the Bench. He had tried to think out some suggested 
remedies. The local authority might appoint a veterin- 
ary surgeon to a court to examine all cases, or the 
yeterinary surgeons in the district might be called upon 
in turn, or, what seemed more practical, all cases which 
were stopped might be taken to the nearest veterinary sur- 
geon, orif he could not be found, to the next nearest one. 
The recaps | of the profession would willingly give 
gratuitous advice to the officer as to whether it was a 
case for prosecution or not. He thought if the police 
and the R.S.P.C.A. were approached with some such 
suggestions a practical working arrangement might be 
come to. He endorsed the remarks that had been made 
with regard to horses taken to greenyards. As a rule 
the animal was given little to eat and drink, had very 
little attention paid to him, and was given no treatment 
whatever for the relief of pain. He had often wondered 
whether the officer in charge of such a case could not 
himself be prosecuted for cruelty. He remembered one 
case in which a horse was stopped and walked nearly 
two miles to the greenyard which he reached between 
two and three in the afternoon: he was kept at the 
greenyard the whole night. On seeing him about five 
o'clock the same day, he suspected a fractured pastern, 
and asked if the horse could be put under treatment, but 
that was not allowed. The animal was then walked 
between two or three miles, dead lame, to the Police 
Court, and stood in the Police Court yard from before 
ten o'clock in the morning until nearly four o’clock in 
the afternoon without the slightest shelter on a cold, wet 
day. The driver of the animal was fined for cruelty. 
He told the magistrate quite clearly what he thought 
about the matter and very nearly got committed for con- 





tempt of court. He proved afterwards that the horse 
had a fractured pastern. In the case of another horse 
that was stopped, he told the inspector the horse was in 
terrible pain and asked to be allowed to take the shoe 
off, suspecting ee in the foot. The request 
was refused. He asked that a local veterinary surgeon 
might be called in at his expense, but that was refused. 
There was much more cruelty inflicted by those who pro- 
fessed to suppress it than by those who were charged 
with it. At the majority of police courts the yards were 
uncovered, and horses could gern day after day stand- 
ing there shivering with cold, and frequently were taken 
ill as the result of the exposure. The treatment of the 
veterinary surgeons at police courts was very off- 
hand. The veterinary surgeon for the prosecution was 
listened to and kowtowed to more or less, but the 
moment the veterinary surgeon for the defence went 
into the box the magistrate started writing or oy 
round the court, and in some cases the magistrate h 

one so far as not to allow a veterinary surgeon to get 
into the box at all. It was imperative that the profess- 
ion should do something to assert its rights, not only 
for its own sake but for the sake of its clients and for 
the sake of the animals! 

Mr. ALMonpD thought {the profession was very well 
convinced of what took place and the discussion should 
be directed to finding a solution. It seemed to him that 
many of the cases were very trivial and many of them 
unwarranted, and the question was whether there 
was any interest other than a desire for avoiding 
cruelty in the prosecutions that took place. In the 
London district he had only been concerned with one 
case, which he thought was a very good one, but he was 
os by a veterinary surgeon who was a frequenter 
of the Police Court, who presented the case in an utterly 
false aspect and controverted everything which was said 
for the defence. He thought no consideration should 
be shown to men who disgraced the profession by up- 
holding prosecutions by what was absolutely false evi- 
dence. ith regard to the attitude of magistrates 
towards veterinary surgeons it would appear that they 
took upon themselves to decide questions for which they 
had no qualification whatever, and there ought to be 
means for bringing magistrates to their senses. 

Mr. W.R. Davis mentioned that the Chairman of the 
Bench in his district told the inspector that his business 
was not to get convictions but to stop cruelty. It was 
the intense desire to get a conviction that caused the 
trouble, and the Society upheld its inspectors in that 
matter. Police officers, in his experience, were not 
nearly as bad in exaggerating a case, because as a rule 
they had not such a frantic desire to get convictions. 

He had known of a veterinary surgeon standing in the 
road watching for lame horses and calling the inspector 
to stop them. He thought the barges profession 
should reform itself before attempting to reform others. 
He had seena man get into the witness box and swear 
he sould feel “’eat in the ’ock”! He did not think a 
magistrate should listen to a police officer who said that 
with his horny paw he could feel “eat” in a “ock.” In 
his opinion the alleged presence or absence of heat in a 
part of which so much was made in many of these cases 
was absolutely useless as evidence—he always told the 
magistrates that he attached no value whatever to sup- 
posed differences of temperature of the gg 

A good many cases were spoilt by the way the evi- 
dence was given. Whenever he weut into the witness 
box he never went to the full length of saying that the 
horse was perfectly sound and all the rest of it. Because 
one side exaggerated there was no reason that the other 
side should do so. 

Prof. WooLprIDGE thought the solution of the diffi- 
culty very largely depended upon the profession itself, 
and it wasa difficulty the profession was responsible for. 
In the first place he thought the whole trouble had 
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arisen from the fact that often members of the profession 
on either side e ted in the witness box to the very 
utmost degree. In those instances where the magistrate 
had exerted his powers and asked a third party to ex- 
amine, true justice had no doubt been done. It was 
the duty of the veterinary surgeon to assist his client, 
but not at the expense of truth. Ifa veterinary surgeon 
would go into the box and give his evidence on the case 
as he found it, without exaggeration and without mini- 
mising cruelty, then the treatment of the profession by 
magistrates would be quite different. A magistrate was 
a layman who had no expert knowledge on the case, and 
had to come to a decision on statements of facts submit- 
pial agli oath. a He found that skilled — 
would give diametrically ee views, exaggerated to 
such an extent as to be absolutely beyond reconciliation. 
If he were in the magistrate’s place he should say, “I 
cannot believe any of you because I do not know which 
of you is right and which of you is wrong.” But such 
an occurrence did not in any way justify wholesale con- 
demnation of a profession. There are black sheep in every 
flock, even amongst lawyers. He sympathised very 
strongly with those who had been in the box and had 
been met by a magistrate as hostile witnesses before they 
had had an opportunity of giving their opinion for the 
defence. He had had the same experience himself. He 
had goné into the witness box for the defence on some 
occasions, not to say that the horse was fit for work at 
that time but in order if possible to show that the horse 
although lame was not necessarily so bad that it should 
be destroyed ; and before he had been able to give the 
evidence at all he had been met in a very hostile spirit 
by the magistrates, but after giving evidence they had 
generally been much more courteous. If a veterinary 
surgeon was obviously telling the truth without exag- 
— the magistrates were very willing to listen 
to hin. 

Prof. MAcquEEN asked how the magistrate was to 
know that. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE said he could very often see it in 
the attitude of the person before him. 

The PRESIDENT read a newspaper ‘cutting of a case 
that had recently been heard before Mr. Plowden. 

Mr. W. Huntne said veterinary evidence was often 
very controversial in Courts of Law, and there might be 
men on each side absolutely contradicting each other. 
Not long ago there was a case in which six men said 
that a mare had ringbone and another six said she had 
not. Who was todecide? There were tremendous diffi- 
culties in all these questions, difficulties arising some- 
times from misuse of words and sometimes misreading 
of symptoms. For instance, as to misuse of word 
what wasa ringbone? One man went into court an 
said the horse had a ringbone and the other said it had 
not, and all the difference between the two was that 
there was some bony enlargement on the pastern which 
the one man wrongly called ringbone, while the other 
said there was no such thing because there was no arti- 
cular mischief. They did not explain, and were not 
asked to explain. If there was a solicitor or counsel in 
the case the endeavour was to make the man swerve in 
one direction or the other. One’s own counsel enticed 
one to say more than one wanted to, and the opposing 
counsel might get one’s back up by suggesting something 
which made one go a little bit further in the other way. 
It made a lot of difference with some men whether the 
horse at a Police Court belonged to his client or to 
another man’s client. 

It was not only the policeman or the Society’s officer 
who e rated but members of the profession—and he 
included himself amongst them. For years the magis- 
trates of London had had a certain training in the 
matter of cruelty, having had cases wort before them 
pretty well ty day, and they naturally noticed the 
exaggeration. It was strange and almost inexplicable 








how a magistrate in a criminal case, in which a man 


might be sent to prison, reversed the ordinary maxims of - 


English law—that until a man was proved guilty he 
shoaks be assumed to be innocent. With Boman to 
symptoms and the different ways in which they were 
interpreted, he remembered once at Marlborough Street 
Mr. Hannay, who was a very good strate, saw a 
horse with a slight abrasion caused by the belly band, 
and he adjourned the case for the owner to be summoned, _ 
The owner asked him (Mr. Hunting) to go with him, 
and all he could see was a bit of bare skin with some 
hair half rubbed off. The magistrate looked at it and 
said he did not think there was much wrong with it and 
then unfortunately put his finger on the hairless spot, it 
happened to be a “squealy” mare, and you may imagine 
the result! He turned round and said, “ poor thing, it 
is still very sensitive,” and went into the Court, and 
without hearing a word from the defence fined the man 
40/- and costs. 

Then there was flinching. A horse ea be found 
with old scars on his neck or back. Probably he had 
had a bad time on some occasion or other, and for years 
afterwards the finger only had to be put on his neck or 
back for him to flinch and shudder, giving the novice the 
idea of pain. It might be safely said that in the case of 
scars there was no pain at all, but simply remembrance 
by the animal of the time when they were painful. 
Then there was chronic thickness of joints and swelling 
of limbs, very few of which he thought caused any pain 
at all. He was inclined to think a man was perfectly © 
justified in working a horse with chronic grease, because 
if he left it in the stable it would get worse every day. 

In stiff joints the difficulty was to know whethes 
there was any articular mischief going on. There were 
some clear cases of a stiff knee almost half fixed by 
fibrous ankylosis. In those cases there were distinctly 
symptoms of mechanical lameness, and yet Mr. Montagu 
Williams once told a veterinary surgeon at Wandsworth 
that he need not come and tell lies, use if the horse 
was lame he was in pain. It was impossible to argue 
with a man like that. Mr. Williams must himself have 
known half-a-dozen of his own friends who had mechau- 
ical lameness, and yet he would not apply that know- 
ledge to the horse. 

The omniscience of some of the men who gave 
evidence as to the duration of little ailments was sublime. 
“How long has that sore been there?” “ Months!” 
“ How long has this spavin existed?” “So long.” He 
saw a case not long ago which he thought was very 
instructive—a horse that suffered from false ringbone 
and every now and then went lame. He went lame on 
a certain occasion, and cold water bandages and rest put 
him sound again, but the first day he went out he fell 
lame and was stopped, and the veterinary surgeon said 
he was lame from ringbone, and the ringbone had been 
there three months. 

In the greenyard there was a lot of cruelty permit 
probably in ignorance. In one case a horse was stop 
on the ieaunian, and he saw it and thought there was 
something wrong with the foot, and asked to be allowed 
to have the shoe off, in fact he took a farrier with him, 


but he was not allowed to do so. He could obtain no © 
order from the Police Station to be allowed to touch the ~ 


horse. When the case came on on the Monday it had 


broken out at the coronet, and the horse must have © 


suffered very great pain for thirty-six hours. Mr. De 


Rutzen heard the case and dismissed it, but he wasa 4 


magistrate in a dozen; the other eleven would have 
fined the man, and condoned the cruelty in the green- 


yard. 


There were some he thought, in which a man 


ought to be ashamed of himself for the evidence he gave. — 


In the case that had been before Mr. Plowden recently 
he had thought there could be no mistake, but three 





days ago he was shown a horse which ran out quite 
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sound, and he was told that evidence had been given the 
previous day in Court that it was lame. 

He suggested the formation of a small Committee of 
the Society to see if there was a possibility of obtaining 
any remedy. If he were a horse-owner he should try 
and get up an Association for the protection of horse 
owners, because under the new Act prosecutions are a 
very serious matter. A man with a large stud of horses 
might be fined, and the second time get a full penalty, 
a the third time somebody had to go to prison. Three 
cases in a year in a stud of 500 or 600 horses was not at 
all unlikely. He thought the Act of Parliament had 
elipped through without the slightest notice being taken 
by the public or by horsemen in the Commons. 

Mr. Urrox thought the remedy rested with veterinary 
surgeons themselves. He believed one man would 
swear black was white against his neighbour, at any rate 
that was his experience of ye surgeons. They 
either did it for money, self-aggrandisement, or spite. 
The young men who were now being turned out by the 
College did not try to help a man who was working in 
the cause of truth or for the benefit of the communit 
at large ; if they could secure a client they would wor 
against any member of the profession. He wished they 
would remedy that state of things at the College. 

Prof. MAcQuEEN said if the main idea of the discus- 
sion was to show the British public that veterinary 
surgeons were first of all concerned with the prevention 
of cruelty, the proper procedure for the Society to enter 
upon was to approach the — and the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. There was no reason 
why a representation should not be made to the Chief of 
the Metropolitan Police, Sir Edward Henry, who no 
doubt ane be quite amenable toany useful suggestion 
as to the management of horses that were kept in green- 
yards. He was a man quite above the average on the 

uestion of cruelty, and if he were shown satisfactorily 
that horses were exposed to severe hardships when 
awaiting the trial of a case, no doubt he would give 
instructions to make some alteration which ae be 
beneficial to both sides. The Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals had a Committee upon which 
there were two veterinary surgeons, Major-General 
Smith and Mr. Stewart Stockman. If proper represen- 
tations were made to that Committee they would 
probably consider some of the objections that veterinary 
surgeons had to make against the alleged exaggerated 
evidence given by the Society’s officers. 

With regard to the attitude of some of the magistrates, 
he was afraid that very little could be done. The 
magistrate in cruelty cases did not assume any different 
condition of mind from that which he assumed in 
connection with any other kind of case. The magis- 
trate had to rely entirely on the evidence given 
for and against the individual in the box. He 
believed one magistrate had said that he would not 
believe all the veterinary surgeons of the Royal Collegé 
if they were brought before him, but that no doubt was 
said in the heat of the moment. He did not know that 
veterinary surgeons had statutory employment in Police 
Courts, but some of them were certainly so frequently 
there as to lead one to think they were officers of the 
Court. When they went into the box they were received 
with t respect, partly due, he believed, to their very 
excellent knowledge of the art and practice of their pro- 
fession—and it might be also partly due to an overween- 
ing desire to assert the truth on every occasion. Some- 
times that truth might be misplaced, but at the same 
time the ya taney from long experience of these 

ntlemen, believed that they were thoroughly reliable. 

e veterinary surgeon for the defence might be an 
entire stranger, perhaps not very prepossessing, and often 
gave his evidence in-a jumpy sort of manner which up- 
set the a, and the magistrate accepted the evi- 
dence of known veterinary surgeon, and fined the 





defendant. He could only judge from what was brought 
before him. He thought nothing could be done to im- 
prove the magistrates. The profession must improve 
itself. In this democratic age a man who had to live by 
his profession could not be too particular as to the 
evidence he might give on these occasions. He s' ited 
that the Committee Mr. Hunting had proposed should 
be empowered to make representations first to the 
Chief ot the Metropolitan Police and afterwards to the 
R.S.P.C.A. 

Mr. A. L. Witson said he had had very little to com- 

lain of in the matter of magistrates, having always 
~ met with courtesy. Perhaps that was partly due to 
the fact that he always took a very moderate view of 
the cases and never tried to ex rate his evidence. 
There had been a good deal to complain of in the conduct 
of the police. For instance, a carman was locked up in 
the oh ent could not be seen except in the presence of 
a policeman, and the horse was not allowed to be seen 
for several hours. The horses in the greenyard were 
shamefully neglected, and no facilities given to the 
defence. 

Mr. ALMonpD proposed that a Committee be formed 
to deal with the matter. 

Mr. WALL seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. The Committee was nominated as fol- 
lows: The President, Messrs. J. Willett, McIntosh, 
Hunting, Profs. Wooldridge and Macqueen, Messrs. 
H. G. Simpson, D. Stewart, and Capt. Jolliffe. 

The PRESIDENT, replying to Prof. Macqueen, said he 
thought the Committee would do the best they could 
and report progress at the next meeting. They would 
no doubt draft a letter asking for an interview. 

Mr. McIntTosH suggested the Committee might be 
empowered to go to the Home Secretary if they thought 
it necessary. 

Mr. J. Wixarr agreed. He did not think the Com- 
missioner of Police had anything to do with magistrates. 
He thought if the Home Secretary suggested that magis- 
trates should always call in a third opinion a better state 
of things might be brought about. The third man 
might be paid by the loser of the case. 

Mr. Huntrine thought it would be better to have the 
matter very clearly set down. He understood the Com- 
mittee was formed to send a letter to the R.S.P.C.A. 
and to the Chief of Police. Were the Committee em- 
powered to approach the Home Secretary over the head 
of the Chief of Poliee. [No !] 

The PRESIDENT said if no satisfaction was obtained 
from the Chief of Police the Committee should go on to 
the Home Secretary. 

Mr. Huntine said his idea was that the Home Secre- 
tary ought to be approached afterwards, and not at the 
time the Committee was communicating with his 
second in command. 

It was agreed to leave the Committee to discuss the 
matter and take the best steps possible in the interests 
of the profession, and report = to the Society. 

On the proposition of Mr. Willett, seconded S Mr. 
McIntosh, a vote of thanks was accorded to those 
Fellows who had brought forward post-mortem speci- 
mens ; and on the motion of Mr. Butters, cnensiel ty 
Mr. MacCormack, a vote of thanks was accorded to Capt. 
Jolliffe for his paper. 


Hues A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 








Voltaire’s famous description of medicine as consist- 
ing in the introduction of drugs the properties of which 
are little known into bodies of which we know still less, 
is only a paraphrase of Senac’s statement made in 1749 
that those who are lavish in the administration of 
remedies know neither the causes they wish to combat 
nor the weapons they use. 
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YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held at the Hotel Metropole, 
on Friday, Jan. 26th, when the following members were 
present : Mr. A. McCarmick, President, in the chair ; 
and Messrs. A. W. Mason, H. G. Bowes, G. C. Barber. 
S. Wharam, Leeds ; P. Deighton, Selby : M. Robinson, 
J. A. Hodgman, Barnsley; Robert Cockburn, Eastwood, 
Notts; H. M. Holland, eighley; J. McKinna, Hudders- 
field, F. Halliday, Dewsbury ; F. W. Pawlett, York ; 
J. Clarkson, Hon. Sec., and others. 

The visitors included Mr. W. Woods, Wigan; Mr. 
Shipley, Yarmouth: Mr. F. W. Garnett, Windermere. 

After the Secretary had read the notice convening the 
meeting, the minutes of the last meeting were taken as 


read and duly adopted. 

C mce. This included a letter received some 
time from the Sanitary Institute. The Secretary 
pointed out that it had been decided at the last meeting 


to bring the matter forward again and pass some resolu- 
tion as to joining the Sanitary Institute. However, on 
the proposition of Mr. A. W. Mason, seconded by Mr. 
Deighton, it was resolved not to join the Institute. 

A letter from the Association of Veterinary Officers of 
Health embodying a resolution passed by that body 
calling — the Government to take immediate steps to 
control the disease of tuberculosis in animals. 

Mr. Mason asked whether the purpose of sending the 
letter was to ask for the Society’s support: if so, he 

rtainly thought such an action deserved their whole- 
earted support. There was only one small point to 
which he took exception—as to the proposal to give only 
partial compensation to owners of tuberculous animals 
and carcases notified and condemned. It was his opinion 
that the owners should be compensated in full. Mr. 
Wharam seconded. and Mr. Clarkson spoke in suppert. 

Mr. Surpuey said he was very much interested in the 
matter. He felt that tuberculosis amongst cattle was a 
disease which they knew could and should be stamped 
out. They were also aware of the fact that tuberculosis 
had existed amongst cattle for generations, and that the 

iculturist at the present time was not suffering 
through his own neglect. If the general public wanted 
to rid herds from tuberculosis they should help to pay 
for it, and adequate compensation should be given to 
the agriculturist in stamping out the disease. It was a 
wicked thing that a denise the this should be allowed 
to; exist without some serious attempt being made to 
stamp it out. 

The resolution, on being put to the meeting, was 
carried unanimously. 

A letter of resignation from Mr. A. W. N. Pillers, 
Sheffield, who had removed from Sheftield to Liverpool, 
and therefore felt that he could not attend the meetings. 
The Secretary es that he had immediately re- 

lied on behalf of the Association asking Mr. Plilers if 

e could not possibly see his way to continuing his 
membership. Mr. Pillers’ answer, however, was that he 
felt such a course quite impossible. 

On the proposition of Mr. Mason it was decided to 
once more ask Mr. Pillers to re-consider his decision, 
the Secretary characterising him as one of their most 
brilliant young members. 

Mr. R. R. Taompson, Halifax, was elected a member 
of the Society. 


ELection oF Councit R.C.V.S. 


On the aang of the election of the Council of the 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, Mr. Bowes said 

their Secretary was their candidate for this year and he 

cone they had an excellent chance of carrying his 
tion. 





The SzcrETary pointed out that the reason for intro- 
ducing the matter into the agenda was with the idea of 
strengthening the Council’s hands in the matter of amal- 
gamation with other societies. 

Mr. Bowes thereupon proposed that the Yorkshire 
Society should amalgamate with the Lancashire, Liver- 
pool, and Eastern Counties Societies, as on previous 
occasions. Mr. Shipley, as a member of the Eastern 
Counties Society, said he felt quite certain his Society 
would only be too glad to adopt Mr. Clarkson as their 
candidate. They, as a weak Society, were glad to have 
the support of big Societies like Yorkshire and Lanca- 
shire. Pesonally he should like to see more candidates 
from such societies. He thought there were too many 
members of the Council at the present time who repre- 
sented Schools, whereas they ought to have more men 
representin the general practitioner. (Hear, hear). As 
far as the Eastern Counties were concerned they were 
unable to supply any further candidates, but a wealthy 
Society like the Yorkshire one should have no difficulty 
in providing a fresh candidate every year. 

Mr. WHARAM suggested amalgamation with the Mid- 
land Counties Society also. 

The SeEcRETARY, however, pointed out that when 
they were approached last year they were not willing to 
amalgamate. 

Mr. WHARAM considered that was no reason why 
they should not do so this year. In his opinion Mr. 
Clarkson had a good chance of getting elected, but if 
they had the help of the Midland Counties also he 
would have a still better chance, and they should leave 
no stone unturned. It might be that the Midlands had 
had no candidate of their own this year. 

Mr. GARNETT urged they should endeavour to get the 
Midland to amalgamate with them. When they did so 
formerly the candidates were always successful. 

After some further discussion, Mr. Bowes said he was 
willing, with the seconder’s permission, to add the 
“2 Midland Counties Association” to his proposition if 
they agreed to amalgamate. 

Mr. WHaARAM agreed, and the resolution being put to 
the meeting was carried unanimously. 


AFFILIATION WITH N.V.A. 


The SEcRETARY proposed “ That the Society be affilia- 
ted to the National Veterinary Association under the 
amalgamation of Societies scheme.” 

Mr. BowEs seconded. There was no need, he said, to 
go into the question again. It had been gone into on 
numerous occasions and had been so well ventilated it 
needed no introduction. The resolution was carried. 

Following upon this the Secretary explained that 
they would require to elect representatives to serve on 
the Council of the National Fetaphanty Association, 
He proposed that the choosing of the representatives be 
left to their own Executive Councll. Mr. Bowes 
seconded, and the motion was carried. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
A. McCarMIck, M.R.C.v.S., Leeds. 


Gentlemen,—I take the present opportunity of thank- 
ing you for your great kindness in electing me as your 
President for the current year. I consider it the great- 
est honour you could confer on a colleague, and I only 
hope I shall give you no cause to t your choice. 

Tthink our Society ought to be much stronger, both 
numerically and financially, considering this is the 
largest and almost the most populous county in England. 
I scarcely know how we could exist without our Society. _ 
We all know the great advantages we have derived from _ 


the meetings, and our general conversations afterwards, 


It makes us all meet as colleagues, and not as 





opponents, 
and I am sure if any member requires i ee % 
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advice on any case, he will readily meet with some 
colleague who will do his very utmost to assist him un- 
grudgingly. _ ae 

The Election for Council will soon be upon us again. 
I certainly think it is a retrograde action for Societies to 
amalgamate for election purposes. I take it, if a man is 
ambitious, and worthy of attaining the honour, he ought 
to appeal to the electors individually, requesting their 
support. Amalgamations (not always honourably 
adhered to) are really sinking individual merit, and often 

revent the most worthy man being victorious. 

Although I hold these views, they have not prevented 
me signing the nomination paper as President of the 
Society, for our worthy Secretary, Mr. Clarkson, and I 
hope he will at last reach the Council Chamber, and do 
some good work there. 

Financially, our profession at present is in a ve 
critical condition, and I must say candidly that, althou 
at one time I had a few scruples to the contrary re The 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Bill, I think it time that all indi- 
vidual opinions on small matters ought to be sunk, and 
that we should all try our utmost to get the Bill made 
law at the very earliest opportunity, as it is now be- 
eoming a vital matter ; indeed, I think it is our only 
salvation, for we cannot go on decreasing the invested 
funds of our College as we are doing at present. 

I wonder if the National Veterinary Defence and 
Mutual Benevolent Society would come to the assistance 
of our College and give the profession a loan of a 
substantial sum, to be refunded with interest on the 
Bill becoming law. The invested funds of that noble 
scons | are, as we know, very handsome, and. are 
annually iucreasing, would it not show at any rate that 
we have a practical and worthy defence society—defend- 
ing the integrity of our profession. 

I hope the Board of Agriculture will not entertain the 
views of the various depujations that have waited upon 
them on the removal of the embargo on Foreign Cattle, 
and also on Foreign Hay and Straw, for we well know 
that centagious diseases are very rampant abroad. It 
would be most serious to all stock owners ; although for 
a short time it would no doubt decrease the price of 
food, ultimately would end in disaster. 

The Board of Agriculture returns for 1911 show that 
there was a large reduction in the number of horses 
bred—4°2 per cent.—largely due to the substitution of 
motors for horses. The total number of cattle for 
1911 was slightly increased (11 per cent.) These figures 
show conclusively that the veterinary surgeon of the 
future will have to look to the country for the best pars 
of his income. : 

And we must look forward to the growth of country 
work, not only under the Board of Agriculture, but also 
under other public bodies. If the Board of Agriculture 
appointed more veterinary and fewer lay inspectors they 
would find it greatly to every one’s advantage, more 
especially the taxpayers. 

he time has certainly arrived when some endeavour 
ought to be made to abolish private slaughter houses 
and have Public Abattoirs in their stead. 

All Dairy Shuws ought to be tested with Tuberculin, 
and the reactors isolated at once. Tuberculosis should 
be scheduled under the gee Diseases (Animals) 
Act, and by that means, I think, it would gradually be- 
come much less common than it is to-day. 

The various sera ought to be under State control and 
obtainable only i the veterinary and medical profes- 
sions. As we all know, they are frequently mixed, and 
by being so mixed they are often brought into unneces- 
sary disrepute, and let us hope the Government will 
bring forward a Bill in Parliament on the lines of the 
one we thought Mr. John Burns would have been able 
Pry, macnest ally through ere now. 

The Parasitic Mange Order of 1912 will, I consider, be 





a great boon to horse owners, and the only means of 
eradicating a most troublesome disease. 

The Coal Mines Bill. I am sure the 
deep debt of gratitude to Mr. H. Peele, Dur for the 
action he, in the first place, took ing the Bill, and 
also to the Deputation from the R.C.V.S. who waited on 
the Chief Inspector of Mines at the Home Office. Let 
us hope that through their efforts duly qualified veteri- 
nary surgeons will alone be entrusted with the testing 
of horses for glanders before their descent into the 
mines. I think we have had a very narrow escape in 
nace Be most vital part in the Bill, but for a private 
member’s foresight, or from some private information, 
received by said member out of our own profession. 
hope the Council will take this as a lesson, and in the 
future guard our interests rigidly and well. 

It has just been announced that the Ordinance for the 
Institution of Degrees in Veterinary Science, promoted 
by the University of Edinburgh, has been passed by the 
Privy Council and has received His Majesty’s sanction. 
The Ordinance will come into operation at the begin- 
ning of the next summer session, and by it the Univer- 
sity is empowered to confer the degree of B.Sc. and D.Sc. 
in Veterinary Science. I am sure we ought to be highly 
satisfied, and I hope our College and the University 
will work harmoniously together to the advantage of 
everyone. 

The Kirk appeal case re the use of the Coat of Arms 
on our note paper, has ended against us. Mr. Kirk 
deserves our thanks for his manly but unsuccessful fight 
undertaken against great odds ; he was very badly sup- 
ported throughout the profession in fighting for the 
rights we have had for so many years past. 

I would like to say how I deplore the readiness with 
which some of our profession go into the witness-box 
and give evidence in cases they know practically little 
about, calling themselves expert witnesses, and by their 
evidence doing a great injustice in the eyes of Judges, 
magistrates, and the general public, to our eo. 
think such cases ought to be taken in hand by our 
Council and dealt with rigorously. 

Before concluding, I am sure we all feel the great loss 
our profession has sustained during the past year by the 
death of Prof. W. O. Williams. There have been very 
few annual gatherings of the Yorkshire V.M.S. without 
the presence of a Williams, in fact we have always 
looked forward to having a few pleasant words with 
either the late Principal or his son. 


fession owe a 


Mr. McKinna, at the conclusion of the address, in 
proposing a vote of thanks to the President, said though 
there were a many controversial points in the 
address their thanks were due for the gentle way in 
which he had touched upon them. They had experienced 
a keen pleasure in getting their friend Mr. McCarmick 
into th: chair, but they felt a keener pleasure in the way 
in which he had condncted the business, and it was now 
in no formal way they accorded him their hearty thanks 
for his excellent address. 

Mr. Bowgs seconded, and said though they had had 
longer addresses he did not think they had ever listened 
to an address which gave more food for thought than 
the short address they had just heard. 

Mr. CLARKSON spoke in support, and the resolution 
was carried with acclamation. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


After the loyal toasts of “The King,” and “The 
macy Queen Alexandra, the Prince of Wales, and 

yal Family” had been duly hououred, 

Mr. McKinna proposed “The Imperial Forces.” As 
a man of peace, he said, he could not quite understand 
how it was he was put down to propose this toast. 
However he believed the toast was intended to include 
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the first line of defence—the Navy, which every 
Britisher was proud of ; the Army ; and he supposed he 
should include.also the Boy Scouts. (Hear, hear). He 
hoped they would never need the services of the Army, 
but it was good to have it there if needed. He wished 
he could have said something about the Army Veteri- 
nary Department. Col. Raymond, regent who 
should have responded to the toast, was unable to be 
there. However, he thought the veterinary profession 
compared very favourably with their medical comrades 
in status and other Se sree In the absence of Col. 
Raymond, he coupled the toast with the name of Major 


ason. 

Maj. A. W. Mason, in responding, said he wondered 
why those ya should be inflicted annually with his 
speeches. (Laughter). He, however thanked them for the 
honour they did him in asking him to respond to the 
toast of “ The Imperial forces.” He did know something 
about them he flattered himself. First of all, in regard 
to the Boy Scouts, he remembered even in his own time 
they used to wave fiags and pretend to be brigands. He 
sup the Boy Scout movement embodied something 
of the same spirit only it was on better lines. They got 
out into the open country on the pretence of doing 
something and by their training they qualified to be- 
come better citizens. (Hear, hear). As regards the first 
line of defence, the Sailor Boys, they knew what the 
Germans would do if they themselves did not do it. 
However, they would be one better than them, or rather 
two better, for they would continue to lay down two 
vessels toone—and he was sure they had the stamina. 
No finer fellow existed than Jack Tar. If they got him 
in the fighting mood he believed he was second to none. 
The English Army, of course, was very small, and was 
scattered here, there, and everywhere, but he confidently 
believed the traditions of the past would be borne out. 
They would emulate the achievements of those veterans 
who had gone before, and everyone of them would do or 
die. The Territorial scheme was probably the néxt 
best thing to conscription, but it was his opinion they 
might all see conscription an accomplished fact in a 
short space of time, and perhaps the sooner it came the 
better. The Territorial scheme was the thin end of the 
wedge. The “Powers that be ” were certainly givin 
them something for their money now, for the Territoria 
was better equipped, and he was taught something of 
real soldiering. 

Prof. SETon, in proposing “The Veterinary Pro- 
fession,” said he thought those who had drawn up the 
programme might have selected a more suitable pro- 
poser for what he supposed was the toast of the evening, 
yet in spite of that he had not allowed it to spoil his 
dinner. (Laughter.) He remembered on a previous 
occasion when he was enjoying the hospitality of this 
Society being called upon to make a speech when, 
judging from the countenances of those around him, 
ie made a serious blunder, though they were gracious 
enough not to say anything at the time. (Laughter.) 
He was determined, Seaver, not to allow that to 
happen this time. Some members of the veterinary 
profession were bemoaning the fact that the importance 
of the equine branch was gradually becoming less and 
less, while other veterinary practitioners in some parts of 
the country had actually discarded horses and been 
known to use motor cars in pursuance of their pro- 
fessional duties, and against all preconceived notions 
they had shocked the feelings of agriculturists and 
farmers by actually driving into their farmyards in 
motor cars, instead of in the orthodox fashion with a 
carriage and pair. (Laughter.) If he was correctly 
informed he believed they had received university recog- 
nition this year for the profession, and in future unti- 
versity veterinary degrees would be obtainable. Though 
he himself a to be connected with a university he 
did not say that it was any great thing to have a uni- 














versity — unless that entailed the best possible 
training. If it meant that recognition for the veteri 
— was just as important as any other of the 
earned professions, be it law, medicine, arts or divinity, 
then he thought it was a step in the right direction so 
long as it meant the education of the veterinary was as 
broad and sound as his education had been in the past, 
He had been very much struck by a remark made by 
Mr. Runciman the previous day with regard to the foot 
and mouth disease. Mr. Runciman had stated it wag 
the intention of the Board of Agriculture to conduct 
investigations and researches into the origin and treat- 
ment of this disease, and that these researches should be 
carried out in consultation with veterinary experts, and 
the India Office had been approached with the object of 
obtaining facilities for carrying out the investigations 
there. (Hear, hear.) Why this course had not been 
taken a score of — before he could not imagine, 
The Veterinary Colleges could not be expected to take 
up research work of that character with the limited 
means at their disposal. He wished Mr. Runciman had 
gone further, because they had many other complaints 
in England which for lack of funds had not been inves- 
tigated, or in which no practical treatment had been 
discovered. The worst feature about such diseases was 
that they were so obscure that people did not attach 
very much importance tothem. Though not perhaps so 
infectious as foot and mouth disease, still they meant 
great financial loss to owners of stock. In the Develo 
ment Fund Commissioners they had a body of men who 
were expected to administer certain funds for the pur- 
pose of research and so on, and he learned that they had 
obtained the sum of £1,300 for the Royal Veterinai 
College for investigation in respect of vaccination. He 
hoped that that would prove a good omen, and that 
more money would be forthcoming for the investigation 
of obscure diseases which in the eyes of the profession 
were worthy of being taken up as objects f research, 
He might say so far as the county of Yorkshire was 
concerned the University of Leeds had applied to the 
Development Fund Commissioners for certain funds to 
be devoted to the investigation of certain diseases. He 
hoped they would not think the University of Leeds 
were taking the place of the veterinary protession in this 
movement, but that they were really only doing their 
duty in bringing the matter forward and endeavouring 
to have researches made into the origin and cure of these 
obscure diseases, and it was their intention, if their 
application succeeded, that a qualified veterinary surgeon 
should be in charge of that investigation. (Hear, hear.) 
He did not know that their application would be 
granted, but if the Development Fund Commissioners 
said it was not a matter for the agricultural colleges, but 
for the ee colleges, then their end would have 
been attained. He was somewhat afraid, however, that 
the thing was going to be shelved. Unless the Develo; 
ment Fund Commissioners were approached annually 
like the importunate widow he felt certain the matter 
would be shelved for a good many more years. Agui- 
culturists were accused of quackery. Those of them 
who were family men must confess that they supported 
uackery to a certain extent, because when their 
children had been ill they had not always run straight 
to the medical man. They had exercised their powers of 
diagnosis: perhaps they had been wrong and given 
Epsom salts when they should have given somethi 
else. He himself must confess to having bought “ 
drenches” and other things when he ought to have 
called in a professional man. (Laughter.) Yet though 
they might form some fairly accurate idea as to what 
was wrong with a child, there was some amount of risk 
in it; but what about dumb animals? He tho 
diagnosis in their case was very much more difficult 
in the case of a human being, because that animal 
not express itself as even a small child could. 
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was not only a legal obligation but a moral obligation 
upon breeders of stock in relation to the public health, 
and they depended upon the veterinary profession to 
enable them to carry their obligations out. Was it right 
for a man who knew he had a “screw” to send the 
animal to the market? Was it right that a man who 
knew he had a reacting animal, apparently in 

health, to send it to market knowing that human beings 
might consume the meat? On whom did that obliga- 
tion rest? Was it entirely to rest upon the practical 
man? He did not think so, because the practical man 
could not tell. Could his veterinary adviser tell? He 
thought it was very difficult. The moral obligation 
rested, in his opinion, both with the agriculturist and 
with his veterinary adviser. As time went on he felt 
certain that that obligation, taking into account the 
trend of affairs, would be more and more impressed 


upon the farmer and his veterinary adviser, and in the 
near future he hoped the position of the veterinary 
a would be much more im 


rtant than it had 

n in the past. He thought he had noticed during the 
last few years a rather disappointed air about the pro- 
fession, but in his opinion they might look to the future 
with a far brighter face. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. WHARAM briefly responded. The proposer of the 
toast had referred to the use of motor cars by the pro- 
fession, but he ew Wharam) claimed they were right 
in doing so, as they were a progressive profession, and 
they had taken to motor cars with a view to increasing 
their efficiency, and he believed they had done so b 
that means to a very great degree. He agreed wit 
Prof. Seton in thinking that the outlook of the profess- 
ion was very bright indeed. The Council were endeav- 
ouring to fix the examinations at a very high standard, 
and their schools were teaching the students in sucha 
manner that they would be capable of following up all 
lines of research. He believed they had a class of man 
coming into the profession that was quite equal to in- 
vestigating many of those diseases which were at pre- 
sent not very well understood. Their profession was 
eager to pass what was called “The Bill,” which would 
give them an assured income, and which would facilitate 
the work that the Council had in hand. 

Mr. F. W. Garnett proposed the toast of “The 
Examiners of the R.C.V.S.” He stated that he had 
witnessed every one of their examinations for man 
years past, and he could assure them he did not thin 
the Council had ever been served by a better staff of 
examiners than existed at the present time. He wished 
to convey his conviction of their integrity not onl 
towards the College but to the students themselves. He 
had never seen the slightest favouritism or irregularity 
in the course of the examinations in any shape or form. 
At the present time the bye-laws in regard to examina- 
tions were under discussion by the Council, and though 
he did not agree with change for change’s sake, yet from 
time to time it was their duty to look round and see if 
their examinations were right up to date. He had great 

leasure in coupling with the toast the name of Mr. 
oods, one of the oldest Examiners on the Board in 
6 and in length of appointment. (Applause.) 
r. Woops, who, in order to catch his train, had to 
respond to the toast briefly, adverted to the fact that 
not only was he the oldest examiner, but he had actually 
completed his majority upon the Examination Board of 
the Royal College, having done 21 years service in that 
capacity, which he believed constituted a record. He 
had, moreover, taken his duties so seriously that he had 
never missed a single examination. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Clarkson briefly proposed the toast of “ Kindred 
Societies,” to which Mr. Brittlebank (President of the 
Lancashire V.M.S.) and Professor Share-Jones re- 





Mr. BritrLeBank, after thanking them for the hospi- 
tality he had enjoyed at their hands, said they in Lanca- 
shire were looking forward to an extremely busy year. 
It was the ee of their jubilee as a Society, and during 
that year they also were to have the honour of a visit 
from the National Association. Heappealed to Yorkshire 
to help them during the next 12 months, and he hoped 
he would not look in vain. 

Prof. SHARE-JONES said there was a time when the 
medical profession, which he characterised as the noblest 
of all professions, simply dealt with one type of animal, 
namely, man himself, but modern conditions had shown 
that the study of one type did not produce the best 
results, which were only to be achieved by the compara- 
tive study ofall types from the protozoa throughout the 
whole series up to man himself. He might remind 
them with pride, and he would like to remind their 
medical confréres too, of the discovery made by a fellow 
veterinarian of the trypanosome in the horse. Though 
insignificant at the time, that discovery remained to-day 
one of the great pillars upon which that magnificent 
edifice, the science of tropical medicine, had been built. 
It was for them to pm their claim to the front, and to 
show that they could be of utility to mankind, and that 
they were La arm and willing to play their part in the 
onward march to that millenium of health to which 
they all aspired. cag 

Mr. Bowes proposed “The City of Leeds,” and on 
behalf of the Society welcomed the presence with them 
of Alderman J. Clark, Chairman of the Sanitary Com- 
mittee of the Leeds Corporation. That was the Com- 
mittee they, as veterinary surgeons, felt most sympath 
with as it involved, to some extent, connection wit 
their a part of its work dealing with the con- 
trol of tuberculosis, and therefore they were pleased to 
have the opportunity of listening to what Alderman 
Clark might say. 

Alderman CLARK, in responding, said he had made it 
in his way, as.Chairman of the Sanitary Committee, to 
go round with the Veterinary Assistant to the Medical 
Officer of Health for the city on various visits of in- 
spection to cowsheds and meat markets, etc., and he 
hadcome to the conclusion that the veterinary official 
was a man of the highest ability and integrity ; and 
when he cousidered that that man had paid a great 
amount of money for his education and possessed know- 
ledge and skill that no other official in the city had, and 
moreover that every person, man, woman, and child, 
was dependent for his health to some extent on that one 
pecans, he felt he was uot adequately remunerated for 

is services. (Hear, hear). It had been suggested by 
some people that the position was a sinecure, but he 
emphatically protested against such an idea. He did 
not think it was a matter of politics, but a matter of 
common sense that the health of the community should 
be considered, even at some little extracost. It was for 
the veterinary profession to educate the people in rd 
to the dreadful disease of tuberculosis. They would not 
be thought much about if they did not make themselves 
felt, and it was of the utmost importance to the health 
of Leeds that they should do so. (Hear, hear), 

The toast of “The Visitors” was a enomg by Mr. 
Bowman, and responded to by Mr. Shipley, of Yar- 
mouth, and the final toast of the evening, “ The Presi- 
dent,” proposed by Mr. Clarkson, in the absence of Mr. 
Whitehead, being drunk with musical honours, brought 
a very enjoyable function to a close. 

During the course of the evening an entertaining 
musical and recitative programme was rendered by 
Messrs. Harry Blackie (baritone), Harold Brierley 
(humorist), Frank Holt (oboist’, W. H. Tatham (re- 
citer), and F. E. Johnson (pianist). 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 




















































































































Anthrax Foot- Glanders * “33 
: Parasitic | Sheep} F 
a (including Mango. Scab. Swine Fever. 
Period Outbreaks Animals : Farcy) 
Con-|] Re- | Con. | Re- [Ott | Ani- } Out. | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out | Out- | Slangh- 
Lone. ported firm’d ported breaks| mals. /breaks| mals. |breaks| mals. [breaks] breaks. | tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Feb. 17] 25 28 1 3] 138| 250 16 59 985 
1911] 23 27 6 55 30 39 459 
ao 191 29 34 3] 17 31 35 | 352 
1909 29 68 12 55 29 24 113 
Total for 7 weeks, 1912} 177 196 18 40 992 | 2464 107 427 5371 
: 1911} 155 172 35 135 215 252 2805 
Corresponding | 1919 208 246 46} 153 214] 157 | 1189 
period in 1909 | 197 278 71 | 189 265} 210 | 1439 
* Counties affected, animals attacked: London 3. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 20, 1912. 










































































IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 17 | 4 19 
1911 ... 1 1 4 22 2 67 
Corresponding Week in 1910 eee ios 1 22 1 59 
ee A ee eee oe 2 24 a ts 
Total for 7 weeks, 1912 ie 1 | 1 “17 143 16 170 
1911. ... 3 3 19 148 23 408 
Corresponding period in {1910 ... 2 2 16 157 6 215 
1909 ... 1 1 - we — we 18 116 3 12 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 19, 1912 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 






* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 











The New “Cruelty '' Act—Shoeing-smith Fined 


An important case was heard by the stipendiary 
istrate (Mr. Neville) at Brierley Hill, on Thursday, 
15th inst., under the Protection of Animals Act, 1911, 
which came into operation on January Ist last. The 
proceedings were taken under Section 1, Sub-section (e), 
which makes it an offence to subject animals to 
ae A ration performed without due care and humanity. 
illiam Henry Cheadle, shoeing-smith, Dudley Road, 
Brierley Hill, was charged under this Act with cruelty 
toa horse on February 2nd. Inspector Smye repre- 
sented the Birmingham Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, and Mr. J. T. Higgs defended. 

Henry Robins, 101 Worcester Street, Stourbridge, in 
the employ of George Henry Meese, Brierley Hill, said 
on February 2nd he took to Cheadle’s shoeing forge a 
horse to have a shoe tightened, and he also asked defen- 
dant to examine the animal’s mouth. He told defendant 
the horse would not eat, as it was suffering from 
lampas. Witness left the horse, and, _ returning, 
Cheadle told him he had lanced its mouth. After this 
the horse ate all right. 

Mr. R. Lewis Green, veterinary surgeon, Dudley, said 
he examined the horse on Feb. 4th, and found an excori- 
ation of the palate from one side to the other, and from 
the back of the incisor teeth to the second bar, the first 
bar org sumeree and a portion of the second. In his 
opinion these bars had been removed by a hot iron. 
Lancing with a knife would not have brought about this 
“Ry the Stipendiary : ‘Th 

y the Stipen : e p r way in extreme 
cases was lancing with a knife. No doubt there had 
been swelling, but the hot iron had caused more swel- 












ling, and removed the whole of the mucous membrane 
This burning of the mouth was cruelty. 

ay Mr. Higgs : He pledged himself the hot iron was 
used. A knife and the rubbing in of salt could not pro- 
duce such an effect. 

Mr. Abraham Green, veterinary surgeon, Dudley, and 
Mr. James Blakeway, jun., veterinary surgeon, Stour- 
a ae similar evidence. 

P.S. Beddoes and Samuel James Webb, farmer, 
Amblecote, were also called for the prosecution. 


THE DEFENCE. 


Defendant gave evidence that he had been in busi- 
ness in Brierley Hill twelve years, and Mr. Chambers, 
veterinary surgeon, attended there. The horse was 
taken to him on the 1st inst., and at his request, Robins 
took it away, in order to bring it next day, when 
Mr. Chambers would przbably be there. On the 2nd 
Robins took the animal at 7.30 a.m. As Mr. Chambers 
did not come, witness lanced it himself, and his assistant 
held the animal’s head. Witness produced a pocket- 
knife, with which he said he lanced the lampas. After- 
wards he rubbed it hard with some salt and a drop of 
Fryer’s balsam. He performed the operation because 
the horse could not eat ; it did so afterwards. He had 
never burnt a horse’s mouth in his life. 

Frederick Beddard, assistant to defendant, gave — 
agg ds er dley £ 

r. Thomas Chambers, veterinary surgeon, Dudley, 
said he had a place of business at Cheadle’s shoeing 
forge, and he regarded him as a very good man. 
Witness saw his horse on February 5th, and, on cursory © 
examination, he came to the conclusion that it had # 
appearance of being rubbed, or, as his professic 
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brethren had said, as if it had been burnt or rubbed. 
He made careful examination of it afterwards, and he 
was now of opinion, and came to the conclusion, that 
what he saw could have been produced by what Cheadle 
said he tid. If it had been burnt there would have 
been more sloughing of the mucous membrane. 

Mr. Higgs handed to the stipendiary a letter which 
he had received from Lord Hatherton, who gave Cheadle 
a splendid character. It would have been quite possible, 
he had no doubt, to get an array of veterinary surgeons 
for the defence if one had expected he would have been 
met by three, but it had not been customary, so far as 
he knew, to call three professional gentlemen to support 
each other in such a case as this. 

The Stipendiary said Mr. Chambers had given his 
evidence fairly, but he appeared to have been doubtful 
for some time, and then came to the conclusion that the 
mouth was lanced. Altogether, he (the stipendiary) 
thought the evidence of the veterinary surgeons for the 
prosecution was correct—that defendant burnt the 
mouth. [!Defendant: No, sir.] People who were not 
properly qualified veterinary surgeons had to be very 
careful when they attempted to do anything in the way 
of any operations with horses. It must be mad 
generally known in the district that if unqualified 
people attempted to perform operations on animals, 
now that this Act was in operation; they subjected 
themselves to a risk of six months’ imprisonment. The 
costs were heavy, and defendant would be fined 10s. 
and £3 4s. costs, or one month.—County Express (Stour 
bridge). 








PARLIAMENTARY. 


New BILts. 


In the House of Commons, on Monday, 19 : 
The following Bills were presented and read a first 


time :— 
* * * 


Sir F. Low (Norwich, Min.) Bill to amend the Acts 
relating to the practice of Veterinary Medicine and 
Surnery. 

[The second reading has been put down for May [0]. 


Wednesday, Feb. 21. 
Sir F. Bansury (City of London, Opp.)—Bill to 
prohibit experiments upon dogs. 
_Mr. Fretp (Dublin, St. Patrick’s, Nat.)—Bill to pro- 
vide for the marking of imported meat in Ireland. 


Tuesday, Feb. 20. 


AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH. 
In reply to Mr. C. Bathurst (Wits. Wilton, Opp.) 
Mr. Runciman (Dewsbury) said : A grant of £30,000 
a annum will be made from the Development Fund 
or work at Research institutes in the following subjects, 


viz., Plant physiology, plant pathology (Mycological ay 


plant breeding, fruit growing, plant nutrition, and soi 
“yen animal nutrition, animal breeding, animal patho- 

. rape fr seme agricultural zoology, and oes: 
nomics of agricultnre. Negotiations are proceeding as to 
the places at which the work will be carried on. It is pro- 
sed to allocate an additional sum of £5000 for inves- 
tigations of a special character during the ensuing 
financial year, and I hope shortly to be in a position to 
oo the purposes for which this sum will be ex- 
pended. 


Army Horse Shoeing. 


Lord Haldane received a deputation at the War Office. 
He was accompanied by Colonel Seely, m.p., Under 
rooomea o and Mr. Tennant, m.p., Financial Secre- 
tary. he deputation were introduced by Mr. W. 
Mullin, Vice-President of the Parliamen Com- 
mittee of the Trade Uniou Congress. A resolution ask- 
ing for the establishment of Government workshops for 
the making of Army horse shoes was submitted. 

Lord HatpaNgE said in regard to the shoeing of Army 
ho if they were always under peace conditions the 
War Office would undoubtedly like to use hand made 
horse shoes. Their business, however, was to prepare 
for war. Among the thi that were mpage Age a 
large stock of ready-made horse shoes so as to able 
to shoe “cold” in the field. The late Government was 
driven to go to America for them during the South 
African war, because America was then the only country 
where they were turned out in large quantities, He 
was glad to say that British manufacturers had turned 
their attention to the making of horse shoes, and the 
country was now amply provided with factories for their 
quick production. 


Mr. McPhail Appreciated. 


At recent meeting of the Hull Council, on the minutes 
of the Sanitary Committee was a recommendation 
that the salary of Mr. McPhail, the Foods Inspector, 
be increased from £400 to £500 by two annual in- 
crements of £50. This arose out of the fact that Mr. 
McPhail was one of the two candidates selected for 
an appointment in London under the Australian Com- 
monwealth. 

An amendment that the reeommendation be referred 
back was discussed. Mr. Pearlman spoke of the high 
services of Mr. McPhail: it would be an unwise policy to 
drive such an efficient servant from thecity. It was a 
matter of common knowledge that since Mr. McPhail 
came to the city the inspection of public food had been 
far more efficient than it was before. Mr. Booth and 
Mr. J. W. Gould, on behalf of the butchers, also paid 
high tributes to the work of Mr. McPhail. 

he amendment was lost by a large majority, and the 
recommendation subsequently approved.—M. 7’. J. 


Donations to R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
ns begs wg ey the receipt of the following 
onation to the College funds from : 
Mr. S. J. Marriott, Northampton #1 1 0 
Amount previously acknowledged 7 7 0O 
£8 8 0 








Personal, 


Many will regret the resignation, owing to ill-health, 
of Mr. James MacDonald, F.R.s.z., Secretary of the 
Highland and Agricultural Society of Scotland, from 
the position which he has held with marked success for 
nearly twenty years. Born in Banffshire in 1852 he, 
early in life, chose agricultural journalism as a profess- 
ion, and in 1874 became agricultural representative in 
the northern counties of Scotland for 7’he Scotsman. 
Later he removed to Dublin to edit The Farmer’s 
Gazette, but in the early eighties he recrossed the channel 
to become editor of The Live Stock Journal. Some 
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time afterwards he 
Superintendent of 
1892 became Secretary of the 
— he has just resigned. MacDonald has long 

n well-known as an agricultural writer. He edited, 
and in great re-wrote, the fourth and fifth editions 
of “Stephens’ Book of the Farm,” and was author of 
other agricultural books. His work for the Highland 
Society was most successful, and his courteous and 
affable manner and unusual amount of common sense 
made for him a multitude of friends whose wishes he 
will carry with him into his years of retirement. 


agin came to Dublin as Agricultural 

the Royal Dublin Society, and in 

ge Society, which 
r. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 





Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb. 16. 


ReGuiarR Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


The following Capts. are seconded for employment 
with the Egyptian Army :— 

J.J. B. Tapley. Dated Nov. 9, 1011. 

T. A. Nicholas. Dated Jan. 4. 

The following to be Lieuts. (on probation) :— 

G. V. Golding, H.D. Lewis, D’A. 8S. Beck, H. 
Stephenson, Cadet T. L. Shea, from the Royal Vet. 
Coll. of Ireland O.T.C. Dated’Feb.17. 


Feb. 20. 
Capt. W. M. Miller to be Major. Dated Dec. 7th, 
1911 





The following officers arrived from India in Transport 
“Rohilla” on 20th instant, and have been posted to 
the stations against their names for duty : 

Captains G. Conder, J. R. Hodgkins, and R. W. 
Mellard to Dublin: Capt. J. W. Dale to Shorncliffe : 
Lieut. A. 8. Lawrie to Chatham. 

Capt. R. F. St. C. Houston also disembarked from 
above ship and has been admitted to Netley Hospital. 








OBITUARY. 


Witu1amM AULTON, M.RB.C.v.s., Derby. 
raduated, Lond: April, 1859. 
Mr. Aulton died on February 16th at Nottingham 
Road, Spondon, at the age of 79 years. 


Taomas Dart, v.s., Molland, South Molton, N. Devon. 


Mr. Dart left the railway station for his home in his 
cart about 7 p.m. A considerable portion of the road is 
steep and narrow. About an hour later Allan Dart, his 
youngest son, was going towards Molland when he ran 
against a horse standing in the road. Lighting a match 
he saw an overturned cart and, almost immediately 
after, his father. He ran for assistance to Ford Farm, 
about a gun-shot distance down the Hill, and Mr. 
R. Elworth came to his help. I; was at once seen that 
the unfortunate gentleman was dead. 

An inquest was held at Molland, on ag The 
medical evidence given by Dr. Seal, of South Molton, 
showed that death was due to a broken neck, caused by 
the overturning of the cart. Deceased was strictly sober 
when he returned from the station, where several 
persons had spoken with him, as well as others on his 
way home. e jury, in returning a verdict of “ Acci- 
dental death,” expressed sympathy with the family. 

Mr. Dart wasa native of the parish, of a genial and 
kindly disposition. Except for a period of about ten 
years, when he went to Buckinghamshire, he has lived 
all his life in Molland, and has had considerable prac- 
tice in a dozen or more parishes. He leaves a widow, 


The Late Rev. Dr. Gillespie. 


Agricultural interests in Scotland have sustained a 
severe loss in the death of the Rev. Dr. oe. Hy which 
took place on Wednesday at the advan age of 
seventy-five. : ; 

The son of a Dumfriesshire farmer, Dr. eg, was 
educated at the local school and at the w 
University, graduating at the latter in 1857. He was 
licensed in 1861, and four years later was presented to 
the living of Mouswald, a » rer populated in 
an agricultural district near Dumfries. That « he 
continued to hold up to the ah ie ministry thus 
extending well over forty years. Dr. Gillespie took a 
great interest in church work, and rose through varions 
itions to the honourable office of Moderator of the 
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland. But he 
was best known to the outside world for the great 
interest he took in agricultural matters. In addition to 
writing largely on the subject, he was for thirty years a 
leading director of the Highland and Agricultural 
Society. In that Jong time he missed very few meet- 
ings of the Board or very few shows of the Society, 
For many years he was one of the most influential of 
the directors, and almost nothing was done that he 
objected to or disapproved of. In addition to that, the 
reverend doctor was chairman almost from the start 
of the Glasgow and West of Scotland Agricultural 
College. He was also chairman of the Joint Board for 
conferring agricultural and dairy diplomas, and an ex- 
aminer in agriculture for the B.Sc. degree in Glasgow 
University, while he was a member of the Departmental 
Committee which inquired some | ome ago into the 
subject of abortion in cattle.—L.S./. 





Dr. Gillespie had the reputation of being one of the 
best raconteurs of his day. Here is one of his stories: 

“ A Forfarshire minister wished a new horse—which is 
popularly known as ‘a minister’s beast’—suitable to 
overtake the sort of mixed and miscellaneous work 
which a quadruped with such an ownership is generally 
expected to perform. Without seeing the rather 
ludicrous character of it, he put an advertisement in the 
local paper in these terms—‘ Wanted a horse, to do all 
the work of the parish minister. Apply,’ &c.” 

Another story is to this effect : 

Scene: Lockerbie Station during sitting of the 
General Assembly. Young clerics who have been 
preaching for members of assembly. 

English tourist in train: “I say, porter—porter! 
Who are all these parsons whom I see at the station?” 

Porter : “Oh, these young ministers, sir? They are 
returned empties, sir ! ” 

On one occasion Dr. Gillespie attended a book sale, 
when “Mrs. Caudle’s Curtain Lectures” was put up, 
and the minister said to the auctioneer : “Take it home, 
Mr. McLean.” The auctioneer shouted in rely : “ Na, 
na, minister, neither you nor me need tae tak’ it hame; 
we can get it at hame withoot the book !” 








Veterinary Societies Addresses. ¥ 


Nationa, Vetertnaky Bengvotent & Motran 
Derence Sociery. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, ¥.8.0.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.x.c.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.x.c.v.s. 


Vicrorta VETERINARY BENEVOLENT Fonp. 


Pres. W, Freeman Barrett, ~~ 
ountain Court, Templ , 8.6. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. W. Shipley, F.R.c v.s. 





three sons, and two daughters. 


South Town, Great Yarmo 





Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Mancheastr 







